Life and Letters

natural readers might suppose, A man may
have all the necessary attributes of voice,
understanding, and emotional force; but there
is room for study. This is especially so with
poets. The line about Tennyson's " oes and
aes " is significant. To a poet a musical line
has a tendency to present itself as a succession
of beautiful vowel sounds. Vowel sounds, in
certain sequences, are beautiful. Properly
enunciated, with right tonal inflexion, the
syllables cc la, la, la, la,53 may be delivered so as
to produce quite melting effects. Why that
is so may be left to Students of Evolution to
determine; they will probably establish a
connexion with the love-song of the mega-
therium to its mate; or the tuneful warnings
addressed to the herd by the chief bull bison
when he scented danger. At any rate, people
who read musical verse aloud are apt to dwell
so lovingly on the vowels that they forget to
make the consonants clear : the word " bite "
at the end of a line sounds to the audience
like " bi." I think, again, that the lighting of
the auditorium wants considering. However
much in harmony the souls of the audience
may be with the reciter, what he sees in a
lighted room is not their souls but their hats :
which are distracting. The darkened audi-
torium has its drawbacks : it makes one feel
rather unnatural; and if it is accompanied,
as it is at the Poetry Bookshop, by lighted
candles on the platform, it produces so ecclesi-
240